We Claim as Our Invention 

ll A portable information terminal which allows an inputting operation 

with one hand, comprising: 

a ffi>lyiffedral structure having a plurality of component faces including at 
least a first romr|&nent face and a second component face, wherein the second 
component ftce/is adjacent the first component face and may accept a plurality of 
different usertinputs; and 

a disglay screen accommodated on the first component face.. 

A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1 , further 

comprising: 

at\east four input keys arranged in a zigzag pattern on the second component 

face. 

3. \ A portefoli information terminal as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising: \ If j 

at least four input keys arranged in a zigzag pattern on the second component 
face, each of the afileast four input keys having a rib-like projection formed along a 
peripheral edge of altop face thereof. 



4. A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1 , further 

comprising: \ 

at least four input keys arranged in a zigzag pattern on the second component 
face, each of the at least four input keys having a projection formed at a substantially 
middle portion of a top faceYthereof. 
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5. A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1, further 

comprising: 

at least four input keys arranged in a zigzag pattern on the second component 
face, each of the at least four inpumkeys having a projection formed at a substantially 
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middled pc^rjn of a top face thereof, wherein the projections of adjacent input keys are 
continuous to each other. 

6.1 A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
polyhedra/Zstructure includes a third component face as part of the plurality of 
component jffl§ s w * m wn * c h a thumb of a hand can contact such that the polyhedral 
structucS ca?i 0^ supported by a portion of the hand proximate to a root of the thumb, 
and wft'erenVme portable information terminal further comprises at least four input 
keysfirranged in a zigzag pattern on the second component face which can be 
ope/ated with four fingers of the hand from a forefinger of the hand on down. 



A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1 , wherein, the 
polyhedral Vructure includes a third component face as part of the plurality of 
component faces disposed in an opposing position with respect to the second 
component fac\ the third component face including at least one of a key and a button 
disposed thereon\or operation using a thumb of a hand, and wherein the portable 
information terminal furthsf comprises at least four input keys arranged in a zigzag 
pattern on the second compqnenraace which can be operated with four fingers of the 
hand from a forefinge\of the\and on down. 



8. A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 

polyhedral structure includes a third component face as part of the plurality of 
component faces, the third component face disposed in an opposing position with 
respect to the second component face, the third component face including at least one 
of a shift key, a control key, a caps lock key and an operation section for inputting one 
of a coordinate and a direction am which is operable using a thumb of a hand, and 
wherein the portable information mrrninal further comprises at least four input keys 
arranged in a zigzag pattern on the second component face which are operable with 
four fingers of the hand from a forefinger of the hand on down and to which at least 
one of alphanumeric characters and kana and kanji characters are allocated. 
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A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 
polyhedra\ structure includes a third component face as part of the plurality of 
component faces disposed in an opposing position with respect to the second 
component (face, the third component face including both a left hand operation section 
which can btp operated using a thumb of a left hand and a right hand operation section 
which can b\ operated using a thumb of a right hand, and wherein the portable 
information terminal further comprises at least four input keys arranged in a zigzag 
pattern on the second component face which can be operated with four fingers of both 
the left hand anp the right hand from a forefinger on down. 

1 0. I A por^U-information terminal as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 
portable information terrnmaJns operable in both a left hand operation mode and a 
right hand operation mode, and wherein the portable information terminal further 
comprises a changeover port for changing over an allocation of input keys disposed on 
the second component face in response to a current operation mode of the portable 
information terminal^ 

11. A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

at least four inpflat keys arranged in a zigzag pattern in two rows on the 
second component face wherein a key top of each of the at least four input keys in 
each of the two rows is supported for pivotal motion around a fulcrum at an edge 
portion thereof remote from the other key row such that a portion of each key top 
proximate to the other key row can be yieldably moved when depressed. 

12. A portable \nformation terminal as claimed in claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

at least four input key& arranged in a non-uniform key pitch in a zigzag 
pattern on the second component face. 
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A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 1 , wherein at 
least onefofjflconnection port to an external apparatus and a slot for insertion of a 
medium is gEposed on one of the plurality of component faces other than the first and 
secong component faces of the polyhedral structure. 
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A portable information terminal which allows an inputting operation 
with one Sand, comprising: 

I polyhedral structure having a plurality of component faces including at 
least a keybo^rdjface and a thumb operation face, wherein the thumb operation face is 
disposed m an of^o^ing position with respect to the keyboard face and may be 
contactedRvitn-a thumb of a hand; and 

least four input keys arranged in a zigzag pattern on the keyboard face, the 
at least fojur input keys being operable with four fingers of the hand from a forefinger 
of the hafid on down. 



15. A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 14, further 

compris"" 

least four rib-like projections, each of the at least four rib-like projections 
formed along^a peripheral ea^gg of a top face of a respective one of the at least four 
input keys. 




16. A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 14, further 
comprising: \ 

at least four protections, each of the at least four projections formed at a 
substantially middle portio^i of a top face of a respective one of the at least four input 
keys. 



17. A portable infotjmation terminal as claimed in claim 14, further 
comprising: 
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least four projections, each of the at least four projections formed at a 
ally middle portion of a top face of a respective one of the at least four input 
such that the projections of adjacent input keys are continuous to each other. 

A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 14, further 

d operation section arranged on the thumb operation face which can 
a thumb of a left hand; and 
a right hand operation section arranged on the thumb operation face which 
e operated using a thumb of a right hand. 

19. A portable information terminal as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
portaSle information terminal can operate in both a left hand operation mode and a 
right hand operation mode, and wherein the portable information terminal further 
comprises\changeover section for changing over allocation of the at least four input 
keys in response to a current operation mode of the portable information terminal. 
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formation terminal as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
at least four input ke% are f$M*ei^irranged in two rows on the keyboard face such that 
a key top of each of the^at leas\fbj«" input keys in each of the two rows is supported 
for pivotal motion arouna^a fulcram at an edge portion of the key top remote from the 
other key row such that a po^on of the key top proximate to the other key row can be 
yieldably moved when depressed. 



21. A portable inforrnation terminal as claimed in claim 1 4, wherein the 
at least four input keys are arranged In a non-uniform key pitch. 
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